Medical volunteers treat

Biloxi, Miss., residents as
they begin rebuilding
their homes and lives.

By Amy SOPER

asoper@news-sentinel.com

BILOXI, Miss. — Three chairs
placed in the corridor of College
Heights Apartments in Biloxi be-
came Tom Kerr’s treatment center
Monday.

“Now this won’t burn at all,” the
family nurse practitioner from La-
fayette explained to a 10-year-old
girl as he placed gauze around the
little toe of her left foot. Just sec-
onds before he’d applied a briefly
stinging alcohol cleanser.

Holding the girl’s foot, he shuf-
fled through his canvas medical
supply bag searching for antibiotic
lotion to give to his young patient,
Demonica Price.

“Can you hold this?” Kerr asked,
continuing with a series of deliber-
ate, but conversational questions.
“You know what? You’re going to be
my nurse assistant.”

Kerr is one of about 230 volun-
teers providing assistance to Hur-
ricane Katrina victims through
Operation Hoosier Relief. He and
a few other volunteers visited the
apartment complex after learning
several residents lacked transpor-
tation and health care.

Price, who was at her Biloxi
home when the storm hit, cut her
toe on a shard of glass. She was at
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Volunteer health professionals from
Indiana are treating the sick, injured
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BILOXI, Miss. — John Stuart
stretched out on a green Army cot,
streaks of dried blood on his left leg
from a gash in the outer thigh.

A chainsaw cut brought Stuart to
the free medical clinic operated by vol-
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. unteers from Memorial Hospital of

South Bend, part of Operation Hoo-
sier Relief. The effort consists of about
230 volunteers helping hurricane-
ravaged parts of Mississippi.

Christopher Hall, a family physi-
cian from South Bend, said the clinic
began in a small yellow tent in the
parking lot of a shopping center. It
grew as people donated trailers, med-
icines and time. He said the hurricane
flattened 90 percent of doctors’ offices
in the Biloxi area. Local hospitals are
not yet operating at full capacity ei-
ther.

“A lot of the injuries are happening
as people get back in houses and are
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cleaning up,” Hall said. “They’re up on
roofs, then falling and breaking or
twisting limbs.”

About 45 minutes before he was in-
jured, Stuart, 41, of Biloxi, was using a
chainsaw to clear trees downed by
Hurricane Katrina from the yards of
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“Onr houses are OK. There was
no death or injury sxcept this,”
gaid Stuart, "I was using a chain-
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or workers from South Bend
aking house calls to deliver
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who has heart prob-

like

Dickerson,
lemns and can’t walk, saton abedin
her home even though its roof was
coverad in plastic: :bm its front was

in shambles, crushed by a roof

blown off a ﬁnrwow church. Regis-
tered nurses Erin Pearish and
Greg Bingaman delivered Dicker-
son's prescriptions via ambulance

“We've gone on quite a few home
visits this morning,” Bingaman
said. “There was a 92-year-old
man living in squalor, and neigh-
bors were concerned because he
has gout, a heart condition, and
he’s blind.”

Several patients crowded into
‘another clinie, one Indiana volun-
‘teers opened Sunday. In a small
room at Our Lady of Fatima Ca-
tholie Church, a doctor and nurses
maneuvered around stacks of
plastic chairs, computer equip-
ment and mmow other. They began
seeing patients even before they
could organize the center.

Donna Groan; a registered
nurse from Charlestown, Ind., was
giving tetanus shots: She said the
shots are needed because of un-
sanitary water people are coming
in contact with. Jean Wilson, of Bi-
loxi, said she suffered cuts and
scratches while working in her
mother’s home, which was filled
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with dirty water and mud, Mon-
day. Wilson and her granddaught-
er, Madison Gee, 6, both got teta-
nus shots. Wilson was able to re-

trieve two rosaries and a blanket
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ABOVE: Athena LaFort, University of |
Alabama medical student, assists Dr.
Christopher Hall, of Memorial Hospi-
tal of South Bend, in stitching up
Biloxi, Miss., resident John Stuart, 41,
after Stuart was injured while cutting
down a tree Sunday. Hall ard other
medical personnel from Operation
Hoaosier Relief were working out of a
clinic they set up in a shopping mall
parking lot in Biloxi.

LEFT: Biloxi pediatrician Dr. Mitchell
Grulch speaks of the kindness of peo-
ple who have brought baby formula,
water and much-reeded medical
supplies to the hungry children of
Biloxi. He was gathering a few more
supplies Sunday morning at Cur Lady
of Fatima Catholic Church.
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ter, her son-in-law, granddaughter
and three dogs are now sharing a
three-bedroom house.

“The main thing is everyone is
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. door to door assessing medical
| needs at the 120-unit complex. De-
Koninck is a nurse-practitioner
from Francesville. In the back-

ground, hammers pounded away, -

nailing blue tarps to leaky and
non-existent roofs.

“Tiere’s definitely a need for tet-
anus shots,” DeKoninck said, Gar-
bage:-piled up in yards and Dump-
gters, and &mmmmm,omﬁ ving insects
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apartments’survived the storm
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“This is my home state. [ wasa
child when Hurricane Camille
came through,” she said. “I lived in
the Jackson, Miss,, area and
moved when H,Smm 20. This is very
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